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Saturday 1 Sep
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research 
Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims 
to continually monitor our local HSC population to 
ensure that they stay around for generations to come. 
If you want to be a part of this important mission to 
rescue and study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please 
register at https://tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab 
(registration will open one month before the event). 
Children with parental supervision are welcome. Time: 
7.30 am to 10.30 am. For queries, please contact 
Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.com. Do bring along your 
cap, shoes/booties, sunblock, repellent, and plentiful 
drinking water. Washing facilities are not available. 
Details will be emailed one week before the event. 
Open to the public.

Thursday 6 Sep
Talk: Birding in Singapore with Your Eyes 
Closed 
In this talk, Yeo Seng Beng will explain why bird 
calls and songs are an integral part of the birding 
experience but are under appreciated. One can 
simply enjoy listening to bird songs. However, 
the ability to identify the bird behind the song 
provides an advantage to the serious birder. Learn 
how birds sound louder than their size would 
suggest. Seng Beng will touch on using sound 
recording equipment, the use of digital technology 
to analyse bird recordings, and the importance of 
social media in facilitating the sharing of recordings 
and knowledge. Find out how the Xeno-Canto 
website allows birders from all over the world 
to share bird sound recordings, and the extent of 
Singapore’s contribution to this valuable resource. 
Time: 7.30 pm. Venue: NSS Office. Please register at 
https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss. Open to the public.

Saturday 8 Sep
Birdwatching at Bukit Brown
We will explore Bukit Brown Cemetery for 
its birds. Sections of this historical corner 
of Singapore have been closed off for road 
construction, but there are still undisturbed areas 
for birding. Expect to see a mix of parkland, open 
country and forest birds such as bulbuls, doves, 
babblers, flowerpeckers, parakeets, sunbirds and 
woodpeckers. Meet Wing Chong (HP: 9227-2020) 
at 7.30 am at the temporary cemetery access to 
Blocks 2 and 5 (look out for a yellow signboard). 
From Lornie Road, make a left turn at Sime Road 
and this is the first access point just after the 
private houses. Members only.

Saturday 8 Sep 
Bukit Brown-Central Catchment Nature 
Reserve Ramble
Join P Pandian and Sutari Supari for a 12.5 

km ramble from Bukit Brown to the Central 
Catchment Nature Reserve, Bukit Kallang, tree-
top walk, ending at Venus Drive. We will enjoy the 
morning bird chorus, cacophonic insects, fluttering 
butterflies, majestic trees, tranquil water bodies 
and general nature appreciation. Meet at 8 am at 
the main gate of Bukit Brown Cemetery on Sime 
Road. Bring along water, tidbits, fruits and good 
footwear. Not suitable for children below 12 years 
old. Members only.

Saturday 15 Sep 
International Coastal Clean-up Singapore
Join us to clean up Mandai Mudflats to benefit 
the wildlife that thrives there. Designated as 
an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, this 
coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs 
and an important feeding site for wading birds. 
Please register at http://tinyurl.com/iccsnss by 10 
September. Details will be emailed upon successful 
registration. For enquiries, contact Bryan at 
nssccu@gmail.com. Time: 7.30 am to 10.30 am. 
Open to the public. 

Saturday 15 Sep
Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin / 
International Coastal Clean-up Singapore
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore Ubin 
Mangroves (RUM) initiative, join us as we remove 
abandoned drift nets and marine debris that choke 
up Ubin’s coastline. This prepares the selected 
sites for scientific surveys and RUM restoration 
works. It ensures that our wildlife have the proper 
environment to thrive. Time: 8 am to 11 am. Please 
register at http://tinyurl.com/ubinrum15sep2018 
(registration opens one month prior to the event). 
Due to bumboat capacity limits, we accept a 
maximum of 24 persons. Details will be emailed 
upon successful registration. Meet at Changi Point 
Ferry Terminal. For enquiries, contact Lisa at 
nssmcg@gmail.com. Open to the public.

Sunday 16 Sep  
Butterfly Walk at Dairy Farm Nature Park
Situated at the foothills of Bukit Timah, Dairy Farm 
Nature Park has always been a rich area for forest 
butterflies. Besides commonly encountered species 
such as the Common Birdwing, Plain Nawab, 
Malay Viscount, Common Posy and Grey Sailor, 
we hope to find rarer butterflies like the Indigo 
Flash, Suffused Flash, Eliot's Cornelian, Pitcher Blue, 
Yellow Banded Awl, Five-Bar Swordtail, Red Edge 
and Yamfly. Join Simon Chan to explore the newer 
trails in this park. Meet at 9.30 am at the entrance 
of Dairy Farm Nature Park next to the car park 
area. Bring along your hat, water and good walking 
shoes. For enquiries, contact Amy Tsang (HP: 9817-
5549). Members only. 

 Activities                                                 September
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 Activities                                                   October

Thursday 4 Oct
Talk: Arctic Birds & Biodiversity (a World 
Migratory Bird Day event)
The Arctic is among the world’s least disturbed 
ecosystems. It has however become increasingly 
threatened as global warming continues to drive 
rapid environmental changes. Richard White 
will talk about his work, experiences and close 
encounters with the Arctic’s most charismatic 
wildlife including the Polar Bear, walruses, eiders, 
gulls, auks and a good variety of migratory 
shorebird species breeding in the high tundra. The 
talk and slideshow will conclude with a moderated 
discuss ion on the conser vat ion of  Arct ic 
biodiversity hosted by Dr Yong Ding Li of the Bird 
Group. Time: 7.30 pm. Venue: NSS office. Please 
register at https://tinyurl.com/talk-nss3. Open to 
the public.

Saturday 6 Oct 
Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve-Kranji 
Marshes Ramble
Led by P Pandian and Sutari Supari, join us to 
explore Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve followed by 
a ramble to Kranji Marshes. Expect to experience 
a morning chorus of birds; rich mangrove plants, 
herbs and trees; shellfish and crustaceans in the 
mudflat habitat; and the biodiversity of Kranji 
Marshes. Meet at 8 am at Kranji Dam car park. 
Members only. 

Saturday 6 Oct
Art in the Park at Singapore Botanic Gardens
Join artist Alpana Ahuja and Van Wangye for a fun 
and casual site drawing session at the Singapore 
Botanic Gardens. Meet fellow wildlife art lovers to 
observe and sketch Singapore's diverse fauna. No 
drawing experience is necessary. Please register at 
http://tinyurl.com/sketchsbg. Details will be emailed 
to participants one week before the activity. For 

enquiries, please contact Kerry at kerry@nss.org.
sg. Maximum number of participants: 30 persons. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 21 Oct
Birdwatching at Kranji Marshes (a World 
Migratory Bird Day event)
This walk is offered in collaboration with NParks. Yap 
Wee Jin will lead us in exploring some of the paths 
and hides in Kranji Marshes’ Core Conservation 
Area, where we will enjoy excellent views across 
these freshwater marshes. Birding highlights include 
residents such as the Red-wattled Lapwing and 
Black-backed Swamphen, as well as migrants like 
the Common and Black-capped Kingfishers as well 
as Common Sandpiper. Time:  7.30 am to 10.30 am. 
Please email Lee Ee Ling (ellee1584@gmail.com / HP: 
9693-5870) by 8 October to register. Max: 20 pax. 
Registrations are subject to email confirmation. The 
walk is free but participants need to cover transport 
cost at $10 per person. A chartered bus will ferry us 
from the meeting point at Sungei Buloh Visitor Centre 
(60 Kranji Way) to the starting point at Turut Track. 
Please send your cheque addressed to ‘Nature Society 
(Singapore)’ to the NSS office or fund transfer to DBS 
a/c no.: 0339023574. Payment should be made only 
after confirmation. Open to the public.

Sunday 21 Oct  
Butterfly Walk from Rifle Range to Jelutong
On a sunny day, the secondary forest stretch 
from Rifle Range to Jelutong tower can yield 
tantalising finds. Rare butterflies seen previously 
include the critically-endangered Great Imperial, 
Studded Sergeant, Pygmy Posy, Ultra Snow Flat, 
Lesser Harlequin, Silver Royal and Colonel. The 
more commonly encountered butterflies are 
the Commander, Common Bluebottle, Tailed Jay, 
Cruiser, Branded Imperial, Purple Duke, Elbowed 
Pierrot and Yellow-veined Lancer. You will need 

Friday 28 Sep
Talk: Uganda: Nature, Culture & DIY Safari
Uganda in Africa offers amazing wildlife and 
cultural experiences at a price lower than 
neighbouring Kenya or Tanzania. Join Patricia 
Lorenz as she outlines her four-week trip there in 
July 2017. She will cover her route from Entebbe 
to a village school near Arua, travelling northwards 
to Murchison Falls National Park where she 
saw Ugandan Cob, African Elephant, Giraffe, 
Oribi, Waterbuck, Cape Buffalo and Hippo. Next 
was Kitgum and Kidepo Valley National Park, a 
savannah habitat that is home to the Lion, Zebra, 
Giraffe, Eland, Cape Buffalo, Ostrich, Secretary Bird 
and Vultures. She also visited two tribal villages of 
the Karamojong and the nomadic Turkana, as well 
as the volcanic highlands of Mount Elgon. Time: 7.30 
pm. Venue: NSS office. Please register at: www.
tinyurl.com/talk-nss2. Open to the public.

Saturday 29 Sep
NSS Kids’ Fun with Community Gardening 
Enjoy a tour of the edible plants growing in  
Moulmein-Goldhill Community Garden (off 
Bukit Timah Road) cared for by residents. This 
is an award-winning platinum-banded garden 
as recognised by NParks. Kids can help harvest 
vegetables straight from the earth. We will also 
cover Malcolm Park next door to spot its bustling 
bird life including colourful parakeets and majestic 
raptors. Time: 8 am to 10 am. Please register your 
children (4 to 12 years old) at http://tinyurl.com/
nsskidsevent by 22 Sep. Cost: $2 (member) / $10 
(non-member) per child. Fees will be collected on 
the spot. Parents, caregivers and older siblings are 
encouraged to join in at no charge. Confirmation 
details will be emailed after the closing date. For 
enquiries, contact Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.
com. Open to the public.



4

NATURE NEWS SEP-OCT 2018

good walking shoes, hat and water for this fairly 
long walk. Meet Simon Chan and Amy Tsang at 
9.30 am at the end of Rifle Range Road next to a 
small car park. For queries, please contact Amy (HP: 
9817-5549). Members only. 

Saturday 27 Oct
Migratory Land Birds Walk at Rifle Range (a 
World Migratory Bird Day event)
Migratory shorebirds and raptors are well 
known to birdwatchers, but land birds tend to 
be overlooked. Singapore receives well over 30 
species of warblers, flycatchers, robins and cuckoos 
each year. Many of these land birds would have 
flown in from as far north as the boreal forests 
of Siberia. On this walk from Rifle Range Road to 
Sime Forest, Dr Yong Ding Li will talk about the 
journeys taken by these migratory land birds, while 
aiming to spot new arrivals such as the Yellow-
rumped Flycatcher, Siberian Blue Robin and Forest 
Wagtail. Meet at the end of Rifle Range Road at 
7.15 am. Please register at zoothera@yahoo.com. 
Open to the public.

Saturday 27 Oct 
Kayak the Punggol-Ubin Trail
This is a special trail that links Punggol, Pulau 
Serangoon (Coney Island) and Pulau Ubin. It could 
also be called the trail of mystery as we attempt 
to locate a crumbling villa, the German Girl Shrine, 
and one of the best look-out points on Pulau Ubin 
over a quarry lake. This easy 10-km route will take 
us through the mangroves of lesser known Sungai 
Teris. Suitable for families and beginners. Meeting 
place: Punggol Jetty (end of Punggol Road). Time: 
7.30 am to 12.30 pm. Cost for NSS member/
non-member/child (minimum 8 to 12 years old): 
$95/$120/$60 per person. Please register at 
www.tinyurl.com/kayakput. Payment details will 
be sent after registration. For enquiries, email 
Say Chong at nsskayaking@gmail.com. Details 
will be emailed upon registration and payment. 
Minimum/maximum: 18/28 persons. Closing date: 
13 October. Members have priority. Open to the 
public.

Saturday 27 Oct
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims to 
continually monitor our local HSC population to ensure 
that they stay around for generations to come. If you 
want to be a part of this important mission to rescue 
and study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register 
at https://tinyurl.com/nsshorseshoecrab (registration 
will open one month before the event). Children with 
parental supervision are welcome. Time: 5 pm to 7 pm. 
For queries, please contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.
com. Do bring along your cap, shoes/booties, sunblock, 
repellent, and plentiful drinking water. Washing facilities are 
not available. Details will be emailed one week before the 
event. Open to the public. 

Sunday 28 Oct
15th Fall Migration Bird Census (a World 
Migratory Bird event)
Since 2001, we have been conducting yearly bird 
census covering the autumn migration period. 
Our first count chalked up 8,035 birds from 135 
species at 25 sites. What will the 2018 census 
reveal?  If you have some birdwatching experience, 
join us to help determine the trends affecting our 
wild birds. Time: 7.30 am to 10.30 am. To register, 
please email Lee Ee Ling at ellee1584@gmail.
com for details on available sites and site leaders. 
Registration closes on 19 October whereupon site 
assignments will be confirmed by the respective 
leaders. Open to the public.

Sunday 28 Oct 
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats
Join us in cleaning up Mandai Mudflats to benefit 
the wildlife that thrives there. Designated an 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, this stretch of 
coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and an 
important feeding site for wading birds. Time: 7.30 
am to 10 am. Please register at http:// tinyurl.com/
nsscoastalcleanup. For enquiries, contact Bryan at 
nssccu@gmail.com. Details will be emailed to those 
who sign up. Open to the public.

 Activities                                                 November
Weekend 2 to 4 Nov
Volunteers Needed: Singapore Eco Film Festival
The annual Singapore Eco Film Festival is back. It 
brings together all eco-organisations and storytellers 
in Singapore to celebrate and accelerate solutions 
for our environment. If you would like to help out at 
our outreach booth, please register at https://tinyurl.
com/nssecofilmfest. For enquiries, please email Kerry 
at kerry@nss.org.sg. Time: 10 am to 7 pm daily. Shifts 
available. Open to the public. 

Saturday 10 Nov
Mangroves cum Coastal Clean-up at Ubin 
Pulau Ubin is designated as an Important Bird 

and Biodiversity Area. In line with the Restore 
Ubin Mangroves (RUM) initiative, join us as we 
remove abandoned drift nets and marine debris 
that choke up Ubin’s coastline. This prepares the 
selected sites for scientific surveys and RUM 
restoration works. It ensures that our wildlife have 
the proper environment to thrive. Time: 3.30 pm 
to 6.30 pm. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
ubinrum10nov2018. Registration opens one month 
before the event. Due to bumboat capacity limits, 
we accept a maximum of 24 participants. Details 
will be emailed upon successful registration. Meet at 
Changi Point Ferry Terminal. For enquiries, contact 
Lisa at nssmcg@gmail.com. Open to the public.
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Th e  E a s t 
A s i a n -

Austra las ian 
Flyway is one of the major flyways of the world. 
Spanning 22 countries from Russia to New 
Zealand, the flyway is traversed by thousands of 
migratory birds annually when they make their 
journey from the northern hemisphere to the 
south to escape the harsh winters and back 
north again when spring arrives. The East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) is an 
informal regional and voluntary initiative that aims 
to protect migratory waterbirds, their habitats 
and the livelihoods of people dependent on them. 
Partners include governments, inter-government 
a genc i e s , i n te rna t iona l  non -government 
organisations (NGOs) and the international 
business sector. 
The EAAFP Strategic Plan Workshop was held 
in Singapore at the Copthorne Kings Hotel from 
13 to 15 June 2018. Its objective was to set the 
strategic direction of the partnership for the next 
10 years to 2028, by developing a framework 
to guide all stakeholders in their planning and 
implementation. Some 18 representatives from 
around the region as well as from international 
NGOs like Wetlands International, World Wildlife 
Fund (China) and the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature discussed, debated 
and finalised the five objectives of the strategic 
plan, the targets for each objective as well as the 

indicators to affirm that the targets are met. A 
reporting template for partners to provide timely 
information to relevant targets was discussed 
to ensure that details required were consistent 
throughout the partnership but streamlined and 
simplified for ease of use.
As a member of the BirdLife family, Nature Society 
(Singapore) was represented by myself at the 
workshop. Together with Dr Yong Ding Li, who 
represented BirdLife International but who is also 
in the NSS Bird Group Committee, we provided 
our suggestions and thoughts on the strategic plan 
to help shape the final document. Being a good 
host, the National Parks Board (NParks) organised 
a trip to Sungei Buloh Wetlands Reserve on the 
morning of the third day to give participants a well-
deserved break from the thorough discussions 
before wrapping up the workshop back at the 
hotel. The agreed upon targets and indicators 
will be presented to the East Asian-Australasian 
Partnership as a whole at the next Meeting of 
Partners scheduled for December 2018 in China.

Sung Mei Yee joined 
the NSS Secretariat 

on 9 July 2018, as Project 
Officer for the ‘Every 
Singaporean a Naturalist’ 
(ESN) programme. She 
had previously helped 
pilot and promote the 
E S N  p ro g r a m m e  a t 
schools during her joint 
internship at NSS and 
BirdLife International 
Asia, where she worked 

alongside Dr Anuj Jain and myself. 
Mei Yee has since graduated from the Nanyang 
Technological University with a Bachelor of 
Science in Environmental Earth Systems Science. 
She specialises in ecology and has participated in 
ecological studies of forests in Singapore, Sri Lanka 
and Taiwan. Passionate about the conservation 
of local biodiversity, Mei Yee recently picked up 

birdwatching and has shared her newfound interest 
with her family.
ESN is part of Nature Society (Singapore)’s wider 
citizen science engagement strategy aimed at 
equipping every resident with the basic knowledge 
and skills to participate in long-term urban wildlife 
monitoring efforts. In doing so, it is hoped that 
residents would develop a deeper appreciation 
of nature in Singapore. Since mid-2017, the 
programme has successfully engaged 12 schools 
across the pre-primary, primary, secondary and 
tertiary levels. 
Amongst her many tasks in this appointment, Mei 
Yee will focus on ensuring the smooth running 
of the ESN programme in all schools, developing 
a volunteer team to support the initiative in 
various roles, as well as expanding the reach of the 
programme to at least 30 schools within the next 
two years. 
A big and warm welcome to Mei Yee as an 
invaluable addition to our NSS team!

New Face at the NSS Secretariat 

EAAFP Strategic Plan Workshop 
Towards Waterbirds Conservation

By Kerry Pereira, NSS Member Programme & 
Outreach Officer  Photo by Sung Mei Yee

By Kerry Pereira, NSS Member Programme 
& Outreach Officer   Photo by Hyeseon Do

The EAAFP workshop 
was attended by 18 
representatives from 
countr ie s  such  as 
Singapore, Thailand, 
Cambodia,  Korea, 
J a p a n  a n d  N e w 
Zealand, as well as 
various international 
NGOs.
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Breeding Records
Singapore had several important breeding records 
for 2017. The most significant was the first 
documented nesting of the Red-legged Crake 
(Rallina fasciata) by Michael Smith. This took place 
at the Singapore Botanic Gardens on 3 November. 
Prior to this, all we had were sightings of juveniles 
being fed by their parents. Another notable nesting 
record was of a pair of Great-billed Herons 
(Ardea sumatrana) sitting on a nest inside the 
mangroves near Chek Jawa at Pulau Ubin, as 
reported by Daniel Ong on 2 January. Over at 
Kranji Marshes, Chua Yen Kheng of Sungei Buloh 
proudly announced witnessing two adult Black-

b a c k e d 
Swamphen 
( P o r p h y r i o 
indicus) with 
young on 30 
August. This 
formed the 
first breeding 
record of the 
S w a m p h e n 
a t  t h e s e 
marshes.

Records of Uncommon & Rare Residents & 
Non-Breeding Visitors
Pulau Ubin proved to be a hot spot for rare 
resident and non-breeding visitor records. A 
juvenile Barred Eagle Owl (Bubo sumatranus) was 
photographed by Serin Subaraj on the island during 
a NParks survey on 18 September, while Jonathan 
Tan of NParks reported hearing adult Barred Eagle 
Owls calling. Could this be breeding evidence 
of this rare owl at Ubin? David Tan retrieved 
the carcass of a Black-and-Red Broadbill 
(Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos) on 24 August, after it 

had crashed into a building at the island’s Outward 
Bound School. This constituted our third record 
of the Broadbill in Singapore. The Black Hornbill 
(Anthracoceros 
malayanus), a 
new inclusion 
o n  t h e 
S i n g a p o r e 
Checklist, was 
seen by Alan 
O w Yo n g  a t 
U b i n  o n  2 1 
S e p t e m b e r 
while Martin 
Kennewell saw another one at Sentosa. The 
nationally threatened Mangrove Blue Flycatcher 
(Cyornis rufigastra) was heard calling at the eastern 
end of Ubin by Lim Kim Keang and Low Choon 
How on 1 September, while Sharinder Singh 
reported seeing it at Lorong Halus on 13 May. 
Another rare resident surfacing at Pulau Ubin was 
the Mangrove Whistler (Pachycephala cinereal), 
with sightings on 1 April by Lim Kim Keang and 16 
September by James Tann. The Whistler was also 
reported by Mike Hooper at Marina East on 30 
July. An Oriental Darter (Anhinga melanogaster) 
was reported at Pekan Quarry on 22 March, 4 June 
and 26 December. Coincidentally on 26 December, 
Thio Hui Bing 
had a surprise 
f i n d  o f  t h e 
Darter at the 
S i n g a p o r e 
Q u a r r y , 
i n d i c a t i n g  a 
second  b i rd 
p e r h a p s ? 
S e e t o h  Ye w 

4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation Trip

Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible 
holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 

beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail 
and waterfall trekking. You will visit a shark sanctuary for 
an educational tour and have a chance to snorkel with 
sharks. Your participation will aid in shark conservation 
by providing an alternative income to shark fishermen. 
Cost includes accommodation with WiFi and breakfast, 

land transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkelling boat 
trip with a visit to Pink Beach's pink sand and dramatic 
cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch 
and snorkelling gear. Cost excludes flights, insurance and 
dinners. For registration or enquiries, email Kathy at 
kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A 
View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for 
more information. Open to the public.

Dates:    23 to 26 September 2018
Closing Date: 9 September 2018                         

Cost :  $450/$550 per member/non-member
Min:    4 pax

Trips Led by Members

Significant Bird Records in 2017
The Bird Group released its 2017 Year in Review in three parts on its blog 
(https://singaporebirdgroup.wordpress.com/). Nature News has covered 
some of these records in previous issues including rare and uncommon 
migratory bird sightings as well as new additions to the Singapore 
Checklist. We highlight below the other categories of significant bird 
records for 2017.
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Wai and friends reported a skittish Ruddy 
Kingfisher  (Halcyon coromanda) at Ubin’s 
southern mangrove area on 23 September, 
prompting the speculation that this could be our 
resident minor sub species extending its territory 
from Pulau Tekong. Rounding up the Ubin sightings, 
a total of 68 Straw-headed Bulbuls (Pycnonotus 
zeylanicus) were recorded during a census on 4 
June coordinated by Dr Yong Ding Li, confirming 
Pulau Ubin’s status as the most important site for 
this globally threatened species.
We had three records of the White-rumped 
Munia (Lonchura striata), at the Chinese Gardens 
on 3 August, at Sentosa on 18 September and at 
Kent Ridge Park Forest Walk on 16 December. Its 
status and origin are not clear as recent escapees 
cannot be ruled out. Francis Yap produced the 
only record of the nationally threatened Lesser 
Green Leafbird (Chloropsis cyanopogon) in 2017 
with a sighting at Jelutong Tower on 17 May. The 
secretive King Quail (Excalfactoria chinensis) 
was cooperative with encounters by Martin 
Kennewell from Kranji Marshes on 10 February 
and 5 November, as well as at Seletar end on 
20 February. The Lesser Adjutant (Leptoptilos 
javanicus) made its rounds over Kranji Marshes and 
Sungei Buloh, as recorded by Martin Kennewell 
and Con Foley on 30 September, 8 October and 
4 December. The forest loving and nationally 
threatened Blue-eared Kingfisher (Alcedo 
meninting) continued its expansion with records 
coming in from Hindhede, Bukit Batok and Dairy 
Farm Nature Parks between 15 May and 24 June. 

Records of Pelagic Birds 
Pelagic surveys have added several new species 
to the Singapore Checklist in recent years. Such 
surveys continue to help us understand the 
behaviour and movement of these seabirds passing 
through Singapore waters. On 17 September, 
we counted 25 Aleutian Terns (Onychoprion 
aleuticus), making this an early arrival date. Bridled 
Terns (Onychoprion anaethetus) were observed 
nesting at Pedra Branca on 29 April in support 

of past records. Parasitic Jaegers (Stercorarius 
parasiticus) were seen arriving on 14 October and 
departing on 29 April. Eighteen Swinhoe’s Storm 
Petrels (Oceanodroma monorhis) and 26 Short-
tailed Shearwaters (Puffinus tenuirostris) were 
counted in April, confirming the Singapore Strait 
as their main migratory route. On 1 January, Low 
Choon How identified a Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) flying over the Straits 
of Johor off Pulau Ubin, the only gull seen for 
the year. The last seabird recorded in 2017 was 
unfortunately a dead Red-footed Booby (Sula 
sula), washed-up at Marina East Drive as found by 
Adrian Silas Tay. 
On 29 April, See Toh Wai Yew, Lau Jiasheng and 
friends photographed a Bulwer’s Petrel (Bulweria 
bulwerii) at the Singapore Strait during a pelagic 
trip. As it was not within Singapore’s territory, the 
Records Committee decided to list it in Annex 1, a 
new category for such sightings.
Records of Uncommon & Rare Waterbirds 
In terms of migrant shore and water birds, the rare 
Baillon’s Crake (Porzana pusilla) was observed 
on 26 March at Kranji Marshes by Martin Kenewell 
while another was spotted for the first time at 
Satay by the Bay on 17 December by Siew Mun. 
The globally threatened Chinese Egret (Egretta 
eulophotes) made six appearances at Pulau Tekong 
on 9 September, 10 October, between 21 January 
and 28 May (a late date), thanks to the watchful 
Frankie Cheong. Two Great Knots (Calidris 
tenuirostris), another globally threatened species, 
were picked up by Lim Kim Keang at Chek Jawa 
on 6 December. The large and elegant Eurasian 
Curlew (Numenius arquata), a globally near 
threatened species, was observed at Tekong on 
9 March and at SBWR on 28 August. Ten globally 
near threatened Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa 
limosa) were counted by David Li and Veronica Foo 

at Sungei Buloh on 
28 August.

 T h e  g l o b a l l y 
threatened Chinese 
E g r e t  a t  P u l a u 
Tekong. Photo by 
Frankie Cheong.

The only Javan Pond Heron (Ardeola speciose) 
reported in 2017 was by Lim Kim Keang at Pasir 
Ris Farmway 3 on 6 April. A Pheasant-tailed 
Jacana (Hydrophasianus chirurgus) made a late 
one-day stopover at Hindhede Quarry on 15 
May as reported by Martin Kenewell. Luke Teo 
photographed a Sanderling (Calidris alba) feeding 
along the breakwaters off Marina East Drive on 12 
November.

A  S a n d e r l i n g 
f e e d i n g  a t  t h e 
b r e a k w a t e r s  o f 
Marina East Drive. 
Photo by Luke Teo.
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Arriving early 
f o r  t h e 

Butterf ly and 
Insect Group 
walk at Coney 
Island* on 8 July 
2018, I enjoyed 
sunrise by the 
sea and found a 
freshly-eclosed 
Lime Butterfly 
( P a p i l i o 

demoleus) on a wall outside the 7-Eleven store 
at Punggol Settlement. It was a perfect specimen 
drying its wings next to its chrysalis. Walking 
towards Coney Island, trip leader Simon Chan 
pointed out that the swathe of forest that once 
thrived along the pathway used by walkers and 
cyclists was now fenced up and scheduled for 
obliteration. We were shocked to find wild weeds 
and grasses uprooted along the pathway, with 
none of the typical butterflies present.

Venturing into Coney Island, we headed towards 
its western coast and were soon greeted by the 
usual suspects including the Common Grass Yellow 
(Eurema hecabe), Common Five Ring (Ypthima 
baldus), Chestnut Bob (Iambrix salsala) and Ciliate 
Blue (Anthene emolus). We were pleased to spy an 
uncommon male Great Eggfly (Hypolimnas bolina) 
resting on a shrub with wings outspread. We also 
met two slithery, green Kermit-lookalikes Oriental 
Whip Snakes (Ahaetulla prasina).
Our mission for this trip was to locate the fairly 
rare Club Silverline (Spindasis syama) and if 
possible, identify its host plant. Arriving at its last 
seen spot near Beach A where a relatively tall 
and thick shrub grew, Simon and Amy searched 
for but sadly did not locate the target. In fact, the 
shrub had toppled, probably due to strong winds 
battering the coastline. I then recalled my recent 
sighting of the Club Silverline at Beach B and 
volunteered to lead the way there.
As we cut across the island towards Beach B, 
butterflies that we had expected to see earlier on 
started popping up. In quick succession, we ticked 

off the Tawny Coster (Acraea violae), Common 
Tiger (Danaus genutia), Common Mormon (Papilio 
polytes), Short Banded Sailor (Phaedyma columella), 
Psyche (Leptosia nina), Smooth-eyed Bush Brown 
(Orsotriaena medus), Lemon Emigrant (Captopsilia 
pomona), Striped Albatross (Appias libythea) as well 
as more Great Eggfly. We had two unexpected 
encounters with the Bigg’s Brownie (Miletus biggsii) 
and Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda), the 
latter being described by experts as moderately 
rare. In fact, the Common Evening Brown is 
normally seen towards the evening, so finding it 
at mid-afternoon resting amidst dense foliage was 
rather gratifying.
We also spotted other wildlife en route, including 
a burrowing spider wasp, several foraging Oriental 
Magpie Robins (Copsychus saularis), and a juvenile 

White-bellied Sea 
Eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucogaster) making 
tight turns amongst 
t h e  C a s u a r i n a 
trees. Finally, we 
arrived at Beach 
B  b u t  a g a i n  n o 
Club Silverline was 
to be found. We 
retraced our steps, 
drenched in sweat 
and disappointment. 
Luckily for us, KC 

Tsang suddenly announced the two words we 
had longed to hear ‘Club Silverline’! There it was, 
an almost pristine specimen sitting half a foot 
above our heads. Coincidentally, it was resting on 
a bush identical to the toppled bush at Beach A. As 
we snapped away with our phones and cameras, 
sunshine bounced off the underside of the butterfly, 
revealing its ‘club’ insignia and ‘silver lines’.
In all, we found 27 butterfly species including 
uncommon and fairly rare ones, making this a 
sweet and unforgettable expedition.  

* Located just off the north 
eastern coast of Singapore, 
Coney Island is about 2.3 
km long and 500 m wide. 
The part designated as a 

nature park covers less than half the island, running along the 
seaward coastline, with an average width of about 200 m. Its 
narrow, elongated shape lacks ample interior space, and hence 
is subject to external pressure impacting its habitat and wildlife. 
The plans for the area outside the nature park is critical to Coney 
Island’s viability as a rustic haven and wildlife sanctuary. 

Our quest for the 
C l u b  S i l v e r l i n e 
e n d e d  i n  s w e e t 
success.

By Spencer Yau  
Photos by Spencer Yau, Simon Chan & Amy Tsang

Uncommon Butterflies 
Uncovered at Coney Island
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“Field Guide to the 
Waterbirds of ASEAN”

By Gloria Seow
Editors      : Woo-Shin Lee, Chang-Yong Choi  
 and Hankyu Kim
Publishers : ASEAN-Korea Environmental  
 Cooperation Unit and Seoul  
 National University, 297 pages,  
 ISBN 979-11-962234-0-3
I did a double take with the new “Field Guide to 
the Waterbirds of ASEAN” as it bears more than a 
passing resemblance to the 1993 “A Field Guide to 
the Waterbirds of Asia”. Upon closer examination, 
I found that both books share the same illustrator 
(Takashi Taniguchi), are exactly the same size, and 
have similar layouts. Published 25 years later in 2018, 
this compact tome features 342 waterbird species 
found in the 10 ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations) member states comprising Singapore, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Brunei, as well as 
adjacent territories. Waterbirds are traditionally 
defined as being ecologically dependent on wetlands. 
Thirty-two families of waterbirds as well as selected 
coastal and pelagic seabirds are covered. Many 
migratory waterbirds featured can be found in South 
and East Asia too.
Some 40 copies of this field guide were given free to 
NSS members by one of its co-authors Dr Yong Ding 
Li who is also from the Bird Group. Financed through 
the ASEAN-Republic of Korea Cooperation Fund, the 
book is intended as a reference for policy decision-
makers, civil societies and the people of ASEAN. The 
aims are to increase understanding and monitoring 
activities of threatened waterbirds, as well as 
promote conservation and management of wetlands 
in ASEAN. The ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, with 
representatives from all 10 ASEAN member states, 
and the Seoul National University were instrumental 
in its publication.
In a series of startling revelations under the 
‘Introduction’ section, I learnt that “all wetlands 
are habitats in transition” and that “more than 45% 
of even protected wetlands in Southeast Asia are 
considered threatened because they are preferentially 
cleared for agriculture such as rice farming and 
commercial plantation”. In short, the conservation 
of wetlands (and waterbirds) is an uphill task that 
requires herculean efforts on all fronts. For me, the 
book provided a sobering portrayal of the numerous 
threats faced by waterbirds, including habitat loss due 
to agricultural, residential and industrial pressures, 
overharvesting, highly-pathogenic avian influenza, 
pollution, invasive species such as water hyacinth 
and apple snails altering wetland ecology, dam 
construction affecting hydrology, sand mining, etc. It 
was enlightening to realise that waterbirds do not 
just occur in wetlands but also peat swamp forests 
(eg. Storm’s Stork, White-winged Duck) and dry 
dipterocarp forests (eg. Giant Ibis, White-shouldered 
Ibis, adjutants). As such, rampant deforestation is also 
a serious threat. 
Admittedly, waterbirds are more difficult to tell 
apart than colourful forest species. I was thus 
pleased to find many five-star features that made 
bird identification (ID) a cinch. Individual entries 
offer complete bird descriptions with accompanying 
drawings laid-out side by side. There is no need to 
flip to the back for details compared to other field 
guides. Each pair of pages (bird descriptions and 

corresponding 
d r a w i n g s ) 
f e a t u r e s 
j u s t  t h r e e 
bird species 
( i n s t e a d 
o f  f o u r  t o 
f i ve  spec ies 
crammed into 
the  s imi l ar-
looking 1993 
book) , w i th 
ample space 
f o r  g o o d -
s i z e d  t e x t 
and drawings. 
I l lustrat ions 
s h o w  t h e 
adult, juvenile, 
breeding, non-
b r e e d i n g , 
male , female and even race plumages where 
applicable. Still and flight shots are neatly oriented in 
the same direction with helpful arrows highlighting 
distinguishing features. Combined with clear 
descriptions of ID features, comparison with similar 
species, as well as information on habitat, range and 
status, the task of elucidating the correct bird ID is 
accomplished in no time at all.
The latest splits and lumps appear to have been 
incorporated as well. For example, what was formerly 
the Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio) has been 
split into four species, namely the Grey-headed, 
Black-backed (found in Singapore), Philippine and 
Australasian Swamphen. Each of these Swamphen 
entries have accompanying distribution maps. These 
maps are colour-coded to indicate a bird’s native 
breeding, native non-breeding, native resident, possibly 
extinct and extinct ranges. However, the maps are a 
tad small given the wide geographical coverage. Also, 
I found several inaccuracies. For instance, the Eastern 
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus coromandus) and Intermediate 
Egret (Ardea intermedia), both clearly on the Singapore 
Checklist, are ‘absent’ in Singapore (and Peninsular 
Malaysia) going by their range maps. Conveniently, 
the appendix does provide national checklists for all 
10 countries – using this, both Eastern Cattle Egret 
and Intermediate Egret are ‘present’ in Singapore. 
The caveat is that this checklist feature is at best only 
temporarily accurate, as new birds are added over 
the years. The moral of the story is to get hold of 
the country’s latest online checklist if you are birding 
there for the first time, and not rely too much on 
these range maps.
Feedback received from other Singapore readers 
was overwhelmingly positive based on a standard 
questionnaire . Many commended the book’s 
compactness and its bird ID features, especially 
its ‘comparison with similar species’. There were 
suggestions to make the book available to the general 
public instead of its current limited non-commercial 
print run, to produce an electronic version, and even 
to create a mobile app along with commonly-heard 
bird calls to help in ID.  
In all, this is a cherished addition to my field guide 
collection and will hopefully make me a better 
“waterbirder”. I look forward to using it in Sungei 
Buloh Wetland Reserve. I can imagine it being of 
great use to birders in other ASEAN countries who 
might only have this one book to rely on for their 
waterbird ID needs.
If you want your own copy of the book, please contact the 
Bird Group at birdsofsouthchina@gmail.com. 

Book Review
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Thanks 
t o 

s o m e 
publicity 
from The 
S t r a i t s 
T i m e s , 
our night 
j a un t  a t 

Bukit Batok Nature Park on 23 June 2018 was nearly 
twice oversubscribed. To manage the numbers, we 
split into two groups with Auntie Gloria, Auntie Lena 
and Uncle Timothy leading the first group, while 
Uncle Hang Chong and Auntie Cuifen shepherded 
the second.
At twilight, this patch of woods comes alive with 
nocturnal animals emerging to forage. Accompanied 
by a cricket chorus, we trooped inwards from the 
car park whereupon we encountered insectivorous 
bats hunting along the forest corridor, as well as 
fruit bats feasting on figs and other ripe goodies. Just 
outside the main toilets, Auntie Gloria spotted the 
first enigmatic Sunda Colugo (Galeopterus variegatus) 
up a tree on a fairly low branch. This caused a flurry 
of excitement amongst parents and kids alike as it 
was a lifer for many. The Colugo stayed in one spot 
licking the tree bark occasionally, probably feeding 
on lichen. Uncle Hang Chong’s group came by later 
and enjoyed the sighting too. Between us, we found 
four Colugos that night. To some, our second Colugo 
looked like a giant brown leaf from afar, given that it 
was hanging under a large branch at least five stories 
above us. Examining our photos later, we realised 
that there was in fact a baby ensconced within its 
mama’s patagium – the loose flap of skin connecting 
the four limbs and tail that aids the Colugo in ‘flying’ 
from tree to tree. Our third Colugo was spooked by 
our torches and provided some action as it scaled 
a bare trunk in mere seconds. The fourth Colugo 
was spotted by Uncle Hang Chong inside the forest 
about 10 m from the concrete path.
At a shallow stream near the quarry, Uncle Hang 
Chong found an Asian Swamp Eel (Monopterus 
javanensis) which vanished by the time our group 
came by. Luckily, Auntie Gloria noticed another eel 
just a couple of metres away, partially hidden under 
a sunken leaf. This eel was less shy, providing us 
full views of its narrow head, tiny eyes and sinuous 

s n ake - l i ke 
body. It then 
w e d g e d 
i t s e l f 
between a 
r o c k  a n d 
the muddy 
s u b s t r a t e , 
h o p i n g 
that its dull 

coloration would serve to camouflage it. We took 
some photos and left it in peace.
We then threaded our way to the other side of 
the park, seeking out the streams there. As we 
stood over a small bridge, we found a number of 
Whitespots (Aplocheilus panchax) floating placidly. 
This is a small silvery fish that resembles the guppy, 
making it a popular aquarium pet. It can be identified 
by a prominent white spot at the top of its head 
and a dark spot on its dorsal fin. As the only killifish 
native to Singapore, it grows up to 6 cm long. Auntie 
Lena said that it is also called the ‘mosquito fish’ as 
it feeds on mosquito larvae. Our patience paid off as 
Auntie Gloria found another target species lurking 
in the same waters – the Common Walking Catfish 
(Clarias batrachus). Two of these nervous fast-moving 
catfishes were highly sensitive to our torches. Each 
time we trained our lights on them, they would duck 
behind something or burrow into the soft mud. 
When we focused our beams elsewhere, they would 
reveal themselves. In the semi-darkness, we could 
just make out their reddish-brown heads contrasting 
with their grey bodies. Who could mistake those 
‘whiskers’ (ie. barbels) that give the fish its name?
Satisfied, we moved further upstream where Auntie 
Gloria again located what we sought – the Lowland 
Freshwater Crab (Parathelphusa maculata) – one of 
four freshwater crab species native to Singapore. 
This crab can be found in other parts of Southeast 
Asia whereas the other three freshwater brethren 
are endemic. Thankfully, our pair of crabs did not 
mind being in the spotlight, continuing to feed 
unperturbed. While observing them, a sharp-eyed 
participant noticed a large Common Walking Catfish 
that had been lying motionless near the crabs the 
entire time, somewhat covered in mud.
While wishing for some frogs to complete our trip 
list, we suddenly came across two species sitting 
within metres of each other on a grassy patch. Our 
Crab-eating Frog (Fejervarya cancrivora) appeared 
to have a cataract in one eye, while our Asian Toad 
(Duttaphrynus melanostictus) became over-friendly, 
hopping up a participant’s shoe in its enthusiasm. 
Uncle Hang Chong’s group reported seeing a snake 
moult high up on the underside of the roof of an 
outdoor pavilion. Apparently, these pavilions are 
favourite spots for snakes to shed their old skin as 
they provide something to rub against. 

What a bounty of 
sightings in just two 
hours!

 A well-camouflaged Asian Swamp Eel.

The Lowland 
Freshwater Crab 
is one of four 
freshwater crab 
species native to 
Singapore.

NSS Kids’ Fun with Night 
Creatures at Bukit Batok 

Nature Park
Text & Photos by Gloria Seow, Education 

Committee Vice Chairperson



11

NATURE NEWS SEP-OCT 2018

 Announcements
NSS Welcomes Donations 
I f  you believe in the importance of nature 
appreciation and conservation in Singapore, help 
us keep our work going with a donation to NSS. 
As we are a registered Charity and an Institution 
of Public Character, your donation will qualify for 
tax deduction, which will be automatically reflected 
in your income tax assessment. Please make your 
cheques payable to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. 
For tax exemption purpose, please write your full 
name, contact number and NRIC/FIN number at 
the back of your cheque. We look forward to your 
financial support.
Wanted: Used Stamps for the NSS Stamp 
Fund
The Stamp Fund is boosted by members and 
friends who collect and send us used postage 
stamps. These are then sold to an overseas dealer 
once or twice a year. Simply cut out the stamps 
from the envelope without cutting into their edges. 
No need to soak the stamps off the envelope 
paper. Keep sending your stamps to the NSS office 
in an envelope marked "Stamp Fund"! Our grateful 
thanks to all contributors. The NSS Stamp Fund 
now stands at $23,619.95.
NSS Nature Forum
The NSS Nature Forum, found at http://www.
nss.org.sg/forum/, is a virtual gathering place that 
serves to facilitate discussions on a whole range 
of nature-related topics. You can share photos and 
ideas, ask questions and forge friendships with 
fellow nature lovers. The forum is open to both 
members and non-members. Register now for a 
free account! 
New Members: Join us in our Special 
Interest Group & Other Activities 
All members are welcome to participate in any of 
our listed activities. Most events do not require 
prior registration. Simply turn up at the appointed 
time and place, and you will be off to discover and 
learn about Singapore’s natural offerings. Do not be 
nervous about your lack of nature knowledge. Just 
let your trip leader(s) know that you are new and 
he/she/they will gladly guide you. 
NSS Membership Benefits 
Show your NSS membership card to enjoy 
discounts! Please contact us if your business is 
interested in offering NSS Membership Benefits. 
1)  Pharmaplus
Tel: 6887-3456. www.pharmaplus.com.sg
* Up to 10% discount for online purchases. 
Contributions for Nature News
Please send in your contributions for the Nov/
Dec 2018 issue by 5 October 2018. Email them 
to gloria_seow@yahoo.com. All original photos 
should be in JPEG format with a minimum size of 1 
MB. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to 
select and edit appropriate contributions for use. 
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